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The PHA is led by a six-member Board of Commissioners, appointed by the Mayor of the 

City of Portsmouth, and ratified by the Portsmouth City Council. The Commissioners 

serve staggered  five-year terms and can be reappointed for additional five-year terms. 

 

 

Mrs. Ruth L. Griffin,  Chair (pictured above)  Mr. John Leith, Commissioner 

Mrs.      Amy Schwartz,  Vice-Chair  Mr. Thomas Ferrini,  Commissioner 

Mr. Gibson “Mike” Kennedy, Treasurer  Ms. Robin Pickering,  Resident Commissioner 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, PHA HOUSING DEVELOPMENT, LTD. 

The PHA also has an affiliate non-profit organization, PHA Housing Development, Ltd. which supports the 

development of new affordable housing in Portsmouth. Both boards are affiliated but operate inde-

pendently. The Ltd. Board is comprised of five members; two of which also serve as Commissioners of 

the PHA, and three members appointed at-large. The  PHA Board of Commissioners elects all members of 

the Ltd. Board. 

Mr.  M. Kevin MacLeod, President  Mr. Adam Ruedig, Director 

Mr. Gibson “Mike” Kennedy, Treasurer  Ms. Katherine Kane, Director 

Mr. Thomas Ferrini, Director   
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PORTSMOUTH HOUSING AUTHORITY:  LEADERSHIP 

RESIDENT AVISORY BOARD 

The PHA also has a Resident Advisory Board with 

members throughout our properties.   In 2016, the 

Resident Advisory Board applied for and won a feder-

al Resident Opportunities in Self Sufficiency grant 

which provides Service Coordination for our resi-

dents.   

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, PORTSMOUTH HOUSING AUTHORITY 



 

 

 

Pictured Above: Craig W. Welch, Michael Gingras, Jennifer Pyke, 

Norma Laurent, Krista Gilmore, Jessica Bragdon, Nancy Chesser, 

Mary Kelliher, Deb Delaney, Valerie Labrie, Tammy Joslyn and Alys-

sa Gaudet.  

RESIDENT SERVICES TEAM 

Our Resident Services Coordinators Andrea 

Pickett, Alyssa Gaudet, Dustin Wilson, Tam-

my Joslyn, Olivia Baker and Judy Bunnell 

work with our 1,000 

residents to connect 

them to important 

programs and ser-

vices that help to 

improve the quality 

of their lives.  
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Top Right: Deb Delaney, Jeramie Whipple, Jeannette Seavey 

Right: Sarah Miller, Alexis Porch 

OUR TEAM 



 

 

 OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

Each year, hundreds of volunteers serve the PHA and our 

residents in a variety of different roles such as: 

 Volunteer Driver Program 

 Hosting art,  music or exercise classes 

 After-school youth program help/mentorship 

 Serving community dinners 

 Senior Companionship  

 Personal shopping 

 Hair and beauty 

 Hosting cooking classes 

 Gardening 

 Beautification projects 

 And many others. 
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Volunteer Today 
Learn more or sign up at  

www.porthousing.org/volunteer 



 

 

FINANCIALS 
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Recruiting volunteers - we are 

growing a volunteer program 

that will connect the community 

with opportunities to make a 

real impact locally. 
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In 2018, the PHA partnered with the Seacoast Community School to open a high quality 
early childhood education center in the heart of our Gosling Meadows neighborhood.   
The PHA used $125,000 from its Capital Grant Program to make improvements to Gosling 
Meadows Recreation Center.   “The Meadows” preschool is now  serving 14 children, dra-
matically improving access to high quality early childhood programs for the PHA and other 
Portsmouth residents.    

MODERNIZATION FOR SECURITY AND ACCESSIBLITY 

IMPROVING ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE 

In November of 2018, the PHA completed 
access and security improvements to the 
Margeson Apartments.  First occupied in 
1973, the Margeson renovations made 
dramatic improvements in accessibility for 
the dozens of Margeson residents with 
mobility impairments.  In addition to the 
renovation of the first floor office, lobby, 
entrances and community room, the im-
provements also included some additional 
access control, fire prevention and other 
safety features.  
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Over 250 Portsmouth Seniors make PHA property their home and 
make an enormous contribution to the Portsmouth community.    

The 2018 TEDx Portsmouth featured  a powerful performance by  
noted author, storyteller, lecturer and member of our Resident 
Advisory Board, Merrill Black, and her talk “The Cost of Shame’s 
Silence”.    

Perched high above the South Mill Pond, Cottage Hospital 
was first opened in 1895 and expanded several times over 
the following century.   Under the leadership of PHA Direc-
tor Timothy “Ted” Connors, the PHA formed a partnership 
with the City, the NH Housing Finance Authority, and the 
Northern New England Housing Investment Fund, to com-
plete the ren-
ovation and 
adaptive re-
use of the de-

teriorating former Cottage Hospital.  The 
building was converted into 20 permanently 
affordable apartments for people over the age 
of 62.   In 2019, the PHA will exercise its right 
of first refusal and purchase the Limited Part-
ner’s interest in Connors Cottage, assuring 
that it will be kept permanently affordable for 
seniors in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.   

For more than five decades, Valerie Cunningham has been 
a leader in our City and State.  She is an award winning au-
thor, lecturer, founder of the Portsmouth Black Heritage 
Trail, principal at the African American Resource Center 
and aide to the establishment of the African Burying 
Ground, as well as a member of countless other initiatives 
and organizations.  Mrs. Cunningham received the 2018 
Inspiration Award from Portsmouth Public Media TV.  

PORTSMOUTH SENIORS CONTRIBUTING 

PRESERVING HISTORY AND AFFORDABILITY 



 

 

In August of 2018, Ports-
mouth Housing received 
our final land-use approv-
als by the City of Ports-
mouth to construct a new 
64-unit workforce housing 
project in the heart of 
downtown.  The Court 
Street Workforce Housing 
was then granted a covet-
ed reservation of 2019 
Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits, which will provide 
$7.5 million in equity in-
vestments.   This ambitious project has also received the largest Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Boston Affordable Housing Program award in the state in 2019,  and has also received a State 
of New Hampshire tax credit award from the New Hampshire Community Development Fi-
nance Authority.  

 

This will be the largest expansion of permanently affordable housing in the city in nearly 50 
years.   When complete, the project will house people in Portsmouth who make less than 80% 
of the area median income.  Covenants in place will assure these apartments are kept perma-
nently affordable.   The project will have significant economic development benefits and is 
walkable to thousands of jobs in the heart of Portsmouth’s thriving downtown.    
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RISING TO THE OCCASION 



 

 

 

Part of our 2017-2020 Strate-
gic Plan was to expand the 
Bridges out of Poverty Program and its class 
“Getting Ahead in a Just Getting by World.”   Spon-
sored by the Ruth L. Griffin Fund, this class continues to help improve the quality of our resi-
dents’ lives by helping them be resourceful, set goals for their future and make a plan to 
achieve those goals.   

WRITING YOUR FUTURE STORY  
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Over 200 children live in PHA 
housing.  This past year, PHA 
sponsored programs that served  
these children, as well as hun-
dreds of other children in Ports-
mouth.  The Making Classrooms 
and Community Connections 
After-School Program, The 
Meadows Preschool and various 
afternoon and summer recrea-
tion opportunities keep our kids 
active, engaged and safe.   

Pictured Above: Andrea Pickett, Jeremy 

Robinson, Elizabeth Robinson, Robert Nel-

son, and Judith Clark. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty’s Dream is a 24-unit rent-assisted facility built in 1984 and managed by Ports-

mouth Housing.  The property is located on Longmeadow Lane in Portsmouth and was 

founded by the family of Betty Taylor, a woman who lived with both muscular dystrophy 

and multiple sclerosis. The facility serves to house  individuals who are physically handi-

capped and allow them to live independently and free from institutional constraints.  

The Lafayette School is a two-story development that is for seniors who are 62 years 
of age or older. The development has 10 one-bedroom units. This city-owned proper-
ty was formerly the Lafayette Elementary School and was completely renovated by 
Portsmouth Housing in 2010. The property, located at 100 Lafayette Road, is adjacent 
to a playground and an athletic field. 

State Street is a 12-unit development that was built in 1963 and has 8 

efficiency units and 4 one-bedroom units. The property is located on 

State Street in Portsmouth’s growing West End and is walkable to gro-

cery stores, service businesses, arts organizations, pharmacies, and res-

taurants. 
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Pleasant Street is home to 8 one-bedroom apartments, making it the smallest 

property in Portsmouth Housing’s portfolio.  The property is located on Pleasant 

Street on the South Mill Pond in the heart of the South End of Portsmouth. 

Connor’s Cottage is a 20-unit high rise apartment building designed for 

seniors who are 62 years or older. Connors Cottage was formerly the 

Portsmouth Cottage Hospital located at 5 Junkins Avenue overlooking the 

South Mill Pond and Portsmouth’s downtown. This city-owned building 

was completely redeveloped by Portsmouth Housing in 2003. Connor’s 

Cottage is also home to the vibrant  Portsmouth Farmers market on Satur-

days from May through November.  

Woodbury Manor is a 40-unit neighborhood located at the corner of Wood-
bury Road and Boyd Road. The Manor was built in 1963 and has undergone 
numerous modernization programs throughout the years. Woodbury Manor 
has 12 small efficiency units, 24 one-bedroom units and 4 two-bedroom 
units. The Manor is located a short walk from the growing West End of Ports-
mouth. 

OUR PROPERTIES 



 

 

Margeson Apartments is a 137-unit high rise apartment building that is home to 
both seniors and individuals with disabilities. The development has 137 one-
bedroom units. Margeson was built in 1973 and has undergone many moderniza-
tion programs. The property, located at 245 Middle Street, is within walking dis-
tance of downtown Portsmouth and recreational facilities including the City of 
Portsmouth Library. The management offices of Portsmouth Housing are located 
on the first floor of Margeson. 

Feaster Apartments is a 100-unit high rise apartment building that is home to both 

seniors and individuals with disabilities. The building has 95 one-bedroom units and 

5 two-bedroom units. Feaster was opened in 1970. The property is located at 140 

Court Street in the heart of the historic downtown Portsmouth.  

Wamesit Place is a 100-unit family development located at Green-

leaf Avenue and Holiday Drive in Portsmouth. A multi-million dollar 

renovation of the property was completed in 2011 using public 

loans and Low Income Housing Tax Credits. The Wamesit neighbor-

hood has 20 one-bedroom units, 50 two-bedroom units, and 30 

three-bedroom units. Wamesit Place is adjacent to the Greenleaf 

Recreation Center. Wamesit is walking distance to Portsmouth High 

School and a variety of services and shopping. 

Gosling Meadows is a 124-unit family neighborhood located on Gosling Road in 
Portsmouth. Gosling was built in 1959 and has undergone several modernization 
efforts throughout the years. Gosling has 12 one-bedroom units, 50 two-
bedroom units, 51 three-bedroom units, and 11 four-bedroom units. Gosling 
Meadows is located directly across the street from the Fox Run Mall and is also 
distinguished by being the closest housing to the center of Pease International 
Tradeport. The property is also served by COAST Bus, providing public transporta-
tion in Portsmouth and throughout the region. 
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OUR PROPERTIES 

Atlantic Heights is a 30-unit development for seniors age 62 and older. The 
development has 27 one-bedroom units and 3 two-bedroom units. The 
property is located at 40 Bedford Way in Portsmouth in the historic Atlan-
tic Heights neighborhood in Portsmouth. 



 

 

www.porthousing.org | 603-436-4310 | info@nh-pha.com 


