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March 11, 2020 

Jane B. Hornstein, Director 

US Dept. of HUD, Special Applications Center 

77 W. Jackson Blvd, Room 2601 

Chicago IL 60604-3507 

 

Dear Director Hornstein, 

In September 2019, Portsmouth Housing Authority submitted an Inventory Removal Application 

requesting the release of a parcel of land totaling 15,615 sq. ft. which had been deemed surplus to the needs of 

the Feaster Apartments public housing development (NH004000002). Pursuant to that application, PHA 

requested the ability to lease the subject parcel to a newly formed entity which will be created to develop, own 

and operate a 64-unit 100% affordable workforce housing development.  That application was approved on 

November 20, 2019. 

Within that application, we provided documentation of the proposed consolidation of the entire PHA 

owned parcel of land with an adjacent parcel (3,303 sf) to be acquired from a third party, thereby enabling PHA 

and its affiliated non-profit corporation to comply with local land use requirements for the construction of the 

workforce housing development.  However, our application was perhaps less clear that a small parcel of PHA 

owned land (829 sf) would be conveyed to the private Seller of the 3,303 sf parcel in consideration for the sale 

of this critical real estate asset.   

I have attached a marked-up version of the subdivision plan included in our Inventory Removal 

Application for your convenience.  As you will note, as a result of the proposed conveyance, we propose to 

release and convey 829 sf of land (Parcel A & C) which is currently subject to the DOT, to ED PAC LLC as 

partial consideration for the sale of Parcel B (3,303 sf).  ED PAC LLC will be relocating a historically 

significant home from the 3,303 sf parcel to the 829 sf parcel.   In order for that sale to be culminated, the 

released property must be released free of any deed restrictions or reverter clauses. 

 

 

We believe that the requested release is completely consistent with the intent of the original application 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fair+housing+symbol&id=E90AF7F5F99798FD1664CA92F329C22E2C66EF19&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=E90AF7F5F99798FD1664CA92F329C22E2C66EF19&selectedIndex=0
http://www.porthousing.org/


                              Tel: 603-436-4310              Fax: 603-766-1677         TDD/TTY: 800-545-1833 ext. 825    

and was referenced in our September submission materials (see Subdivision Plan).  Since the 3,303 sf parcel 

that PHA’s affiliate will acquire in exchange for the 829 sf parcel will help consolidate the PHA’s interest in the 

land and thereby enable the improvements we proposed in our submittal, we are hopeful that your approval can 

be amended to include the requested release.   

Finally, it should be noted that the requested release of 829 sf of land currently subject to the DOT, will 

be more than offset by the 3,303 sf of new, more strategically situated land that will be consolidated within the 

land to be leased to the PHA affiliate, and thereby subject to the use restrictions included in the Section 18 

Approval letter.  

Towards that end our counsel has drafted a form Release Agreement for your review and execution.  

Would you kindly review the enclosed request, execute the enclosed Release Agreement, and/or provide the 

PHA with clear direction about how that release might be accomplished? 

Needless to say, time is of utmost importance.  PHA was scheduled to close on the purchase and 

consolidation of the land in late February.  In the course of perfecting title for the closing, the issue of the HUD 

Release became apparent.  While we apologize for the urgency, we do sincerely hope that you can 

accommodate this minor amendment to the original approval, and enable PHA to proceed with a timely closing 

on this important affordable housing initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Craig W. Welch 

Executive Director 
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