
 

 



 

 

 

The PHA has a Resident Advisory Board with resident members throughout 

our properties. In 2016, the Resident Advisory Board applied for and won a 

federal Resident Opportunities in Self Sufficiency grant, which provides Ser-

vice Coordination for our residents.  Long-time staff member, Judy Bunnell, 

helps coordinate the monthly meetings. 

 

 

 Mrs. Ruth L. Griffin,  Chair (pictured on right)  Mr. John Leith, Commissioner 

 Mr. Thomas Ferrini,  Vice-Chair     Ms. Kara Rodenhizer, Commissioner 

 Mr. Craig Jewett,  Commissioner Ms. Robin Pickering,  Resident Commissioner
 

The Portsmouth Housing Authority (PHA) is led by a six-member Board of Commissioners, ap-
pointed by the Mayor of the City of Portsmouth, and ratified by the Portsmouth City Coun-
cil. The Commissioners serve staggered  five-year terms and can be reappointed for additional 
five-year terms. 

 

The PHA also has an affiliate non-profit organization, PHA Housing Development, Ltd. which supports the development of 

new affordable housing in Portsmouth. Both boards are affiliated but operate independently. The Ltd. Board is com-

prised of six members; two of which also serve as Commissioners of the PHA, and three members appointed at-large. 

The  PHA Board of Commissioners elects all members of the Ltd. Board. 

 Mr.  Adam Ruedig, President   Mr. Thomas Ferrini, Secretary 

 Ms. Katherine Kane, Vice President Mr. Kevin MacLeod, Director 

 Mr. Gibson “Mike” Kennedy, Treasurer  Mr. Craig Jewett, Director

Emily Nalen, President Melodie Chapman Cynthia Maldonado 

Leslie Currier, Vice President Shirley Corley Roberta “Bobbie” Noble 

Merrill Aharonian, Secretary Jeffrey Harmon Ollegra Sterling 

Lorraine Brooks Sandra Kent  

Barbara J. Brown Susan Lebo  
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The Portsmouth Housing Authority team manages and maintains a 

$100 million real estate portfolio in the City of Portsmouth.  These 

assets are spread across eleven properties, with a total of 605 

apartments that nearly 1,000 Portsmouth residents call home. Our 

team of Property Managers, Resident Services Coordinators, 

Maintenance Technicians and specialists in Housing Occupancy,  

Finance, and Administration manage a complex web of federal    

finance and regulation, and always put our residents first.    

Each year, hundreds of volunteers 

serve the PHA and our residents in a 

variety of different roles such as: 

• hosting art, music, cooking or  
exercise classes 

• after-school youth program   
help/mentorship 

• serving community dinners 

• senior companionship & personal 
shopping 

• gardening & beautification      
projects 

• and many others… 

 

Volunteer  

with  

us 
Learn more or sign up at: 

www.porthousing.org/volunteer 

603-957-8131 



 

 

 

Over 200 chil-
dren live in 
PHA housing. 
This past year, 
PHA sponsored 
programs that 
served these 
children, as 
well as hun-
dreds of other 
children in 

Portsmouth.  The Making Classrooms and Community 
Connections (MC3) After-School Program, The Meadows 
Preschool and various afternoon and summer recreation 
opportunities keep our kids active, engaged and safe.   

 

Great Bay Community College, Portsmouth High 

School and SNHS Adult Education offer dual enroll-

ment opportunities to PHA students ages 15 and 

older who are interested in furthering their educa-

tion. Our active effort with this partnership has 

resulted in a      

doubling of PHA        

residents enrolling 

at Great Bay Com-

munity College for 

the 2019-2020          

academic year. 

This year, the Portsmouth Music and Arts Center (PMAC) won a grant from the 

Jane’s Trust through the Sandpipers Choral Program and were able to offer some 

new, amazing, tuition-free community classes for PHA children, including group 

ukulele lessons, art projects, and more  – all led by PMAC’s talented teaching 

artists.  This partnership 

focuses on reducing dis-

parities amongst the 185 

children between the ages 

of 5 and 18 by increasing delivery of evidence-based interventions. 

This musically creative outlet continues to be an amazing oppor-

tunity for the children within the Portsmouth Housing Authority. 

This year, PHA, COAST Bus and City staff joined residents from Feaster Apartments to ride the Route 41 bus from Feaster 

to Community Campus and Walmart, as a way to further promote public transportation among our residents. This was 

to test the concept of a “bus buddy“ program that would help    

incentivize using fixed-route public 

transportation by residents who are 

elderly and/or disabled who may not 

be familiar with the public bus     

system.  
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Anthem 

Child & Family Services of NH 

COAST 

Cornerstone VNA 

Families First 

Great Bay Community College 

Greenleaf Recreation Center 

Head Start 

Making Classrooms and Community Con-
nections (MC3) 

New Frontiers Church 

NH Food Bank 

NHSPCA 

Operation Blessing 

Portsmouth High School 

Provident Bank 

Rite Aid 

Rockingham Community Action 

Seacoast Mental Health Center 

 

Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle 

ServiceLink 

Southern NH Services Adult Education 

UNH Cooperative Extension 

Well Sense 

Workforce Housing Coalition 

YMCA 

The PHA has a strong partnership with Operation Blessing, whose daily work assists many PHA households and families. Operation 
Blessing hosts “One Day to Serve,” an annual volunteer event that focuses on beautifying PHA properties. Operation Blessing also 
runs an after school program at the Greenleaf Recreation Center for the children of Wamesit Place, in 
collaboration with PHA staff. This program becomes full day during the summer months. We are grateful 
for this extraordinary partnership which would not be possible without the enormously giving heart and 
mind of Operation Blessing Executive Director and PHA Resident Services Director, Tammy Joslyn. 

 The YMCA provides a safe and clean environment for the Seacoast area. It provides an outlet in the 
summer with their Gundalow Summer Camp, to which they give scholarships to a number of Ports-
mouth Housing Authority families. In addition, for the past 
five years, they have provided year-round swimming lessons, 
teaching kids from Portsmouth Housing Authority how to 
swim safely and effectively. Our kids 
were invited to the YMCA’s 2019 
yearly fundraiser to speak on their 
experiences of attending swim-
ming lessons and Camp Gun-
dalow. We are excited as we 
move forward with future 
programming in our partnership 
with the YMCA.   

To fulfill our mission, the PHA makes every effort to form strong partnerships with a variety of agencies and organizations that serve 

our residents and make for a stronger, safer and more resilient PHA.  To learn more about how we can work together, contact PHA 

Executive Director Craig Welch at craigwelch@nh-pha.com, or 603-436-4310 x 118.  Some of our current partners are: 



 

 

The PHA continues to provide leadership on issues 
that support broader access to housing and other  
services that support low-income residents in our 
community. PHA Director Craig Welch continues to 
serve as President of the NH Housing Authorities   
Corporation, advocating for State and Federal policies 
that support our residents and the housing industry.  
PHA staff also hold Board positions on the Granite 
State Managers Association, the Northern New      
England Housing Investment Fund, the NH Drug Court 

Advisory Council, and the Cooperative Alliance for Seacoast Education.  

This past year, 
the PHA part-
nered with the 
Seacoast Commu-
nity School to 
open a high quali-
ty early childhood education center in 
the heart of our Gosling Meadows 
neighborhood. The PHA used $125,000 
from its Capital Grant Program to make 
improvements to the Gosling Recreation 
Center in order to create space for a  
fully licensed center.  In 2019, “The 
Meadows” preschool opened as a full-
time school and celebrated its first class 
of graduates. The Meadows has dramati-
cally improved access to high quality early childhood programs for children at Gosling Meadows and else-
where, and SCS has provided generous scholarships to families most in need.  The Meadows is assuring 
these children will get off to a strong start as they enter kindergarten in Portsmouth Schools.   

2020 ANNUAL  

There is a strong connection between affordable housing and 

affordable transportation, and many PHA residents count on 

public transportation provided by COAST.  In 2019, PHA Finance 

Director Val Labrie was appointed to the COAST Board of        

Directors.  Val’s finance skills will make COAST a stronger        

organization for years to come.  
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Raymond Goulet resides in PHA 
and was honored in November 
on the 75th anniversary of         
D-Day by his fellow Pease  
Greeters at the Portsmouth In-
ternational Airport at Pease, 
along with six other World     
War II veterans. Ray was among 
the first of 156,000 troops to 
land on Omaha Beach in        
Normandy, France. He was a 21-

year-old U.S. Army technical sergeant and helped begin the 
liberation of Europe from the Nazis. He served with his two 
brothers. All seven WWII honorees at the Pease event in   
November were given a small gift of appreciation for their 
service, and Ray additionally was given sand from Omaha 
Beach. Ray proudly continues his duty as a Pease Greeter. 

PHA Occupancy Specialist Jennifer Pyke moved into Gosling Meadows in 2013, 

and was appointed by Mayor Bob Lister as the 
PHA’s Resident Member of our Board of Com-
missioners in 2015.  After years of hard work, 
Jen received her Bachelor of Science from 
Kaplan University in Health and Wellness in 
2016.  Jen was hired by the PHA in 2016 and is 
an invaluable member of our team. “I am      
extremely thankful for the belief that people 
have had in me to get where I am now. It has 
given me a confidence in myself that I never 
knew I had, and because of that I have pushed 
forward in many areas of my life over the past 7 
years.  It has given me independence, motiva-
tion and confidence.”  

One of the greatest resources we have in the City of Portsmouth is our senior citizens who contribute to our 

community in so many meaningful ways.  A key part of the PHA is our role in providing affordable income-

based rents for these seniors. We do this by providing  applicant preferences for Portsmouth residents and 

people over the age of 62.  Over 250 Portsmouth seniors call 

PHA property their home and enjoy the benefit of the perma-

nently affordable housing that the PHA provides in the City.    

The PHA  is more than just a 
housing provider.  We also aspire 
to create growth opportunities 
for our residents, including hire 
preferences for our residents.  
Since 2015, over 20% of PHA  
employees have been residents 
or former residents. Several have 
taken advantage of our tuition 
support  policies, and others    
enjoy job mobility and have ad-
vanced to positions in municipal 
government and private sector 
Property Management.    

Sue Polidura has been a resident of Ports-
mouth since 1982. She is a veteran of the 
US Air Force and has become an expert and 
strong advocate of the historic preservation 
of the North Cemetery. She also conducts 
walking tours. Ms. Polidura has hosted    
numerous educational events throughout 
the community.  A resident of PHA, Ms.  
Polidura has treated other PHA residents to 
her presentation and film screening with       
archives from 1943 Portsmouth. 



 

 

Increasing the supply of affordable housing for 

the local workforce is a long standing communi-

ty priority in the City.  Informed by the City’s 

2008 Blue Ribbon Commission on Housing, 2008 

Master Plan, 2016 Blue Ribbon Commission on 

Housing, the 2017 Business Retention and Ex-

pansion Study, the Portsmouth Listens 2017 

deliberative sessions and the 2025 Master Plan, 

the PHA is rising to the occasion with our most 

ambitious project in almost fifty years.   

The Court Street Workforce Housing Project has 

been five years in the making and has overcome 

some major hurdles, but when complete, will 

provide 64 new affordable housing units in the 

heart of downtown.  The PHA is using federal 

Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, NH Community Development 

Tax Credits, funding from the Affordable Housing Program of the 

Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston, public and private loans and 

support from the City of Portsmouth.   

Rapidly rising housing costs in Portsmouth have made our city 

unlivable for so many people who are a part of our local econo-

my, including our world-class hospitality destination, our creative 

economy, and our residents who pursue careers in Portsmouth’s 

schools, police, fire or public works departments and the dozens 

of non-profits based in the city.  This project at 160 Court Street 

is scheduled to be ready for occupancy in early 2021.   
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Piscataqua Savings Bank Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café Ricci Construction 

MacLeod Enterprises Luigi’s West End Pizzeria, LLC Ricci Lumber 

Procon Inc. The Sailmaker’s House, LLC PixelMEDIA, Inc. 

C&J Bus Lines Liar’s Bench, LLC Vida Cantina, LLC 

Bayberry Financial The Big Oyster, LLC KC’s Variety Store, LLC 

Osiris Consulting, LLC Dos Amigos Burritos, LLC CJ Architects 

Riverside Tavern, LLC White Heron Tea, LLC Baker Newman & Noyes 

106 Grill, LLC Bibimbap, LLC Anchor Storage, LLC 

Bosen & Associates Jewett Construction  

Thank you to the following companies for supporting our project by purchasing Community Development Tax Credits that 

will help fund this project.  To learn about how your business can support the Court Street Project or other affordable 

housing in Portsmouth, contact PHA Executive Director Craig Welch at craigwelch@nh-pha.com or 603-436-4310 x 118.  



 

 

 



 

 

Betty’s Dream is a 24-unit rent-assisted facility built in 1984 and managed by Ports-

mouth Housing.  The property is located on Longmeadow Lane in Portsmouth and was 

founded by the family of Betty Taylor, a woman who lived with both muscular dystrophy 

and multiple sclerosis. The facility serves to house  individuals who are physically handi-

capped and allow them to live independently, free from institutional constraints.  

The Lafayette School is a two-story development that is for seniors who are 62 years 
of age or older. The development has 10 one-bedroom units. This city-owned prop-
erty was formerly the Lafayette Elementary School and was completely renovated 
by Portsmouth Housing in 2010. The property, located at 100 Lafayette Road, is ad-
jacent to a playground and an athletic field. 

State Street is a 12-unit development that was built in 1963 and has 8 efficiency 

units and 4 one-bedroom units. The property is located on State Street in Ports-

mouth’s growing West End and is walkable to grocery stores, service business-

es, arts organizations, pharmacies, and restaurants. 

 

Pleasant Street is home to 8 one-bedroom apartments, making it the smallest 

property in Portsmouth Housing’s portfolio.  The property is located on Pleasant 

Street on the South Mill Pond, in the heart of the South End of Portsmouth. 

Connors Cottage is a 20-unit high rise apartment building designed for 

seniors who are 62 years or older. Connors Cottage was formerly the 

Portsmouth Cottage Hospital located at 5 Junkins Avenue, overlooking 

the South Mill Pond and Portsmouth’s downtown. This city-owned build-

ing was completely redeveloped by Portsmouth Housing in 2003. Con-

nors Cottage is also home to the vibrant  Portsmouth Farmer’s Market 

on Saturdays from May through November.  

Woodbury Manor is a 40-unit neighborhood located at the corner of Wood-
bury Road and Boyd Road. The Manor was built in 1963 and has undergone 
numerous modernization programs throughout the years. Woodbury Manor 
has 12 small efficiency units, 24 one-bedroom units and 4 two-bedroom units. 
The Manor is located a short walk away from the growing West End of Ports-
mouth. 



 

 

Margeson Apartments is a 137-unit high rise apartment building that is home to 
both seniors and individuals with disabilities. The development has 137 one-
bedroom units. Margeson was built in 1973 and has undergone many moderni-
zation programs. This property, located at 245 Middle Street, is within walking 
distance of downtown Portsmouth and recreational facilities, including the Ports-
mouth Public Library. The management offices of Portsmouth Housing are locat-
ed on the first floor of the Margeson building. 

Feaster Apartments is a 100-unit high rise apartment building that is home to both 

seniors and individuals with disabilities. The building has 95 one-bedroom units 

and 5 two-bedroom units. Feaster was opened in 1970. The property is located at 

140 Court Street in the heart of the historic downtown Portsmouth.  

Wamesit Place is a 100-unit family development located on Greenleaf 

Avenue and Holiday Drive in Portsmouth. A multi-million dollar reno-

vation of the property was completed in 2011, using public loans and 

Low Income Housing Tax Credits. The Wamesit neighborhood has 20 

one-bedroom units, 50 two-bedroom units, and 30 three-bedroom 

units. Wamesit Place is adjacent to the Greenleaf Recreation Center. 

Wamesit is within walking distance to Portsmouth High School and a 

variety of services and shopping. 

Gosling Meadows is a 124-unit family neighborhood located on Gosling Road in 
Portsmouth. Gosling Meadows was built in 1959 and has undergone several 
modernization efforts throughout the years. Gosling has 12 one-bedroom units, 
50 two-bedroom units, 51 three-bedroom units, and 11 four-bedroom units. 
Gosling Meadows is located directly across the street from the Fox Run Mall 
and is also distinguished by being the closest housing to the center of Pease 
International Tradeport. The property is also served by COAST Bus, providing 
public transportation in Portsmouth and throughout the region. 
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Atlantic Heights is a 30-unit development for seniors age 62 and older. The 
development has 27 one-bedroom units and 3 two-bedroom units. This 
property is located at 40 Bedford Way in Portsmouth, in the historic Atlan-
tic Heights neighborhood in Portsmouth. 



 

 

www.porthousing.org | 603-436-4310 | info@nh-pha.com 


